ENG 308U, Topics: Literature and Nature (CRN 11116)

Fall term, 2007, MW 4:40-6:30 pm, UTS 209

Dr. Greg Jacob--725-3572 (school); 681-8397 (home)

Office Hours: Mon-Th 10:30-11:30, 409 NH

Email: jacobg@pdx.edu/web.pdx.edu/~jacobg
Texts: Norton Book of Nature Writing, Eds Finch and Elder

           Poetry for the Earth, Eds. Dunn and Scholefield


Into The Forest by Jean Hegland

Description: As ecological issues have risen to the forefront, particularly on college campuses, the interest in the environment has grown beyond the disciplines of the natural and social sciences and has now become an important topic in literary studies. What is our relationship to nature? What is the role literature and language play in shaping a culture responsive to environmental realities? What does nature writing teach human kind about biocentrism, Darwinism, Leopold’s land ethic, eco-feminism, and Native American spirituality? How have nature writers, ranging from Gilbert White (1720-1793) to Terry Tempest Williams (b. 1955) constructed and made discourses about the natural world? ENG 308 is part of the Environmental Sustainability Cluster.

Class Procedure: We will use our class meetings to discuss the assigned reading material in both plenary session and in small groups. Any in class work of a pass/no pass nature needs to be made up within twenty-four hours. Graded material has a two-day grace period before loss of a letter grade. I am asking you to keep a journal (it can be a spiral ring notebook or a collection of sheets in a manila folder) throughout the quarter. You will be responding to—usually interpreting or evaluating—the assigned reading material. Most entries will be done in the classroom, but on occasion, I will assign an entry to be completed before the next class meeting. I will evaluate your journal holistically for the degree you critique, pose questions, make connections, and engage the reading. Each entry should be about a hand-written page in length. There will be three short-answer tests over the readings. If you are not present the day I give the test, you must make it up before the next class period, unless a previous arrangement has been made.

The Paper: Write a reflective essay of three to four pages that examines your own relationship to the natural environment. What force or forces have shaped that relationship? Personal experience? Books you’ve read? Family? Friends? Community? Church? School? Or write a descriptive essay about a landscape, either one you know intimately well or one you carefully observe in the weeks ahead. Describe the features concretely but allow your encounter with the landscape to evoke reflection and speculative thought. This type of writing is part natural history writing, personal narrative, and rambles.

Evaluation:  Your journal accounts for twenty percent of the grade; the three tests sixty percent; and the paper twenty percent.

Course Syllabus, Fall 2007 

	Sept 24

Sept 26


	Course introduction/Genre of Nature Writing

Reading of some poems from Poetry of the Earth;

Showing of video; bring journal to class
	

	Oct 1

Oct 3


	Gilbert White (33), Hector St. John De 

Crevecoeur (51) and William Bartram (64)

Meriwether Lewis (95), John James Audubon (117), 

and John Clare (122)
	Rise of the Natural History Essay 

	Oct 8

Oct 10


	Ralph Waldo Emerson 140) and Henry David 

Thoreau (168)

Charles Darwin (151) and David Rains Wallace (930)
	Nature and 

Transcendentalism

Nature and 

Evolution

	Oct 15

Oct 17
	John Muir (250), Wallace Stegner (504), and Rick Bass (1114)

Test #1
	Love of 

Wilderness



	Oct 22

Oct 24


	Luther Standing Bear (326), Leslie M. Silko (1003)

Joseph Bruchac (811), and Linda Hogan (966)

Aldo Leopold ((376) and Wendell Berry (718)
	Native American

Biocentrism

Land Ethic



	Oct 29

Oct 31
	David Abram (1101), Alice Walker (863), and 

Annie Dillard (867)

Rachel Carson (479), Loren Eiseley (485), and

Lewis Thomas (533)
	Phenomenological

Perspective

Naturalists’ 

Perspective

	Nov 5

Nov 7


	Edwin Way Teale (435), E.B. White (440), and

Scott Russell Sanders (924)

Test #2 
	Rambles



	Nov 12

Nov 14


	Veteran’s Day—University closed

Edward Abbey (614), William Kittredge (706), and

Bill McKibben (1120)
	Stewardship

	Nov 19

Nov 21


	Ursula LeGuin (651), Barbara Kingsolver (1068), 

And Terry Tempest Williams (1091)
Conferences on paper (optional)
	Ecofeminism



	Nov 26

Nov 28


	Jean Hegland’s Into The Forest
Test #3/Journal due
	

	Dec 3
	Paper due
	








